
With and Without a Picture: 
Olm
The olm is a blind salamander found in European caves. It lives underwater in 
complete darkness. Unlike other salamanders, it never leaves the water. Instead, 
it remains underwater at all times and swims like an eel. Because it can’t see, it 
has an incredible sense of smell, taste, and touch. It can feel sound waves in the 
water and vibrations in the ground. It eats small crabs, snails, and insects. Food 
can be scarce in a cave, but the olm can eat large amounts of food at a time and 
then store all the nutrients for later. It can go for as long as 10 years without 
food! It can live for more than 58 years.

Show what you know. Write down three facts about the olm that you learned in 
this paragraph.

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

© ThuVienTiengAnh.Com



With and Without a Picture: 
Olm (Part 2)
The olm is a blind salamander found in European caves. It lives underwater in 
complete darkness. Unlike other salamanders, it never leaves the water. Instead, 
it remains underwater at all times and swims like an eel. Because it can’t see, it 
has an incredible sense of smell, taste, and touch. It can feel sound waves in the 
water and vibrations in the ground. It eats small crabs, snails, and insects. Food 
can be scarce in a cave, but the olm can eat large amounts of food at a time and 
then store all the nutrients for later. It can go for as long as 10 years without 
food! It can live for more than 58 years.

Write two things that you 
learned from the picture.

1. 

2. 

When you read about the olm, did you imagine it to look like it does in this picture?
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Your Favorite Animal
Pick your favorite animal and learn more about it! With a grown-up, go online 
or to your local library to find some facts about your favorite animal.

Write your opinion:

The                            is my favorite animal 
because

Write 3 facts you learned about your favorite animal.

1. 

2.

3.

Draw a picture of the animal that shows the 3 facts above.
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