
A base word is the 
word before a prefix or 

suffix is added.

Vocabulary Cards
EL Support Lesson Plan: 

Using a Dictionary to Clarify the Meaning of Unknown Words

base word dictionary

suffix tricky

A dictionary is a tool readers 
can use that has many 
words and important 

information about the words 
in one or more languages. 

A suffix is placed at the 
end of a word to change 

the word's meaning.

Tricky means 
challenging.

Dictiona
ryLaughing

Laughing
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definition

A definition is an 
explanation of what a 

word means.
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