
VINCENT 
VAN GOGH –

 an Gogh was Dutch painter. His work is sometimes 

style of painting was similar to the “Impressionist” paintings
that were being made only a few years before he started, but he 

of artists, he made few lasting friendships with any of them 
and was almost always alone. 

Van Gogh lived a troubled life, and his paintings are some 
of the best records we have of it. Only one of his paintings was

rarely happy. His paintings, however, use very vibrant colors and 
sometimes seem joyful. 

It was in his paintings that Van Gogh was able to express 
himself clearly. Most of his relationships in life fell apart quickly 

are many sad stories of Van Gogh attempting to get married 

him constantly, requesting a visit. When Gaugin arrived Van 
Gogh was extremely excited. He had painted several pictures 

Van Gogh’s talent, but the friendship only lasted a few months, 
the two had constant arguments and it ended when Van Gogh 
threatened him with a razor blade. 

No one had ever painted the way Van Gogh did: his colors 
were vibrant and the shapes were strange and dream-like. His 
life was just as unpredictable and strange as his art, and  
it ended very early. However, since his death, his paintings 
have gone on to become some of the most famous in the world,
and he has been a huge inspiration to artists ever since.
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VAN GOGH Exercise
Try using colored pencils to draw Van Gogh’s “Starry Night” 
painting. What do you notice about the lines and shapes in the 
painting? What do you notice about the colors?
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