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Text Dependent Questions for Independent Reading

  Fiction Texts
•  Choose a sentence that describes a character, setting,

or action in an interesting way. Why did the author

choose to use those particular words to tell the story?

Which words in the sentence are the most important and why?

• W hat patterns do you notice in the story? Cite at least three pieces

of evidence to support this.

• Aft er reading a chapter, tell about the most important idea from the

story.  Find one or two sentences in the text that show this important idea.

• Ho w does the author use dialogue to tell the reader what is happening?  Give an example from 

the text.

• If y ou don’t know what is going to happen next, make a prediction. Give at least one piece of 

evidence from the text about why you predict that.

• W hat is the tone of the book? (Is it serious, funny, magical, sad?) Find at least two phrases or 

sentences that make the reader feel this way.

• W hat lesson is the author trying to teach the reader? How do you know?  What in the book tells 

you that?

• W hat details in the text describe one of the characters for you?

•  Is there a point in the story where things make a big change? What is it?

  Non�ction Texts
• How do the pictures in your text help you understand what you are reading? Give an example.

• How do the captions in your text help you understand what you are reading? Give an example.

• Pick a diagram, chart, or graph in your book. What is it trying to teach you?  What conclusions

can you draw from it?

• Is there a glossary in the back of the book? What word can you �nd that you didn’t know

before? Why is that word important to understanding the book?
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