
Subtracting Fractions With Unlike Denominators
Name _______________________________________________________  Date _________________________

Try it yourself! Subtract. Show your work and write your final answer in simplest form. 

First, find the least common denominator. The least common denominator (LCD) is the smallest common multiple  
of both denominators. For this problem, the LCD is 20. Now, multiply to make equivalent fractions with a 
denominator of 20.

Next, subtract the fractions. Subtract the numerators and keep the denominator the same. Make 
sure your answer is in simplest form. 

You can subtract fractions with unlike denominators. Start by making equivalent fractions using the least 
common denominator, and then subtract the fractions. Let’s try it! Solve    −  .
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