
Primary Sources: Joe DiMaggio
A primary source document gives historical information about a person, event or time. If you look carefully, a 

primary source may also reveal some interesting facts that you might not expect to find.
Below is the 1940 U.S. census for the famous baseball player, Joe DiMaggio, listed as Joseph P. DiMaggio. 

In 1940, “Joltin’ Joe” played for the New York Yankees. In the census he is listed with his wife, Dorothy. 
Look at the census and answer the questions below. See if you can discover something interesting about Joe’s 
neighborhood in 1940.

1940 U.S. Census,  
New York, New York

List three states where the people on the census were born.

________________________________________________________________________________________

List three countries where the people on the census were born.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Based on the birthplaces of the people in this census, what does it tell you about Joe’s neighborhood?

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

What does this primary source tell you?

Name Relationship Sex/Race/Age Birthplace Occupation Industry
  Marital Status
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