
The Declaration of Independence was the formal statement

announcing that the thirteen American Colonies were now independent states, and 

no longer a part of the British Empire. The historical document was written by Thomas 

Jefferson. Eighty-six changes were made by John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Robert R. 

Livingston, and Roger Sherman. When their final draft was submitted to the Continental 

Congress, the vote for independence was made. After final revisions, it was released to

the public on July 4, 1776. Bells were rung to gather citizens and read the powerful 

    words that marked America’s 

           first birthday!

                                                                                               ‘We hold these truths to be self-                           

              evident, that all men are created  

       equal, that they are endowed   

              by their Creator with certain 

                                                                                                                      unalienable Rights, that among         

               these are Life, Liberty, and    

            the Pursuit of Happiness’
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