A Leonid meteor

A meteoroid is a small body made up of dust
or debris that travels through the space
vacuum. The space vacuum is more com-
monly referred to as outer space. It is the
space between celestial bodies that is most
empty of matter. Meteroids are not very big -
they can be as small as a speck of dust.

A meteor is the visible path of a meteoroid
that enters the earth’s atmosphere. Meteors
occur when the path of a meteroid and the
path of the earth’s orbit around the sun col-
lide. Meteors are often referred to as falling
stars because they light up as they burn
through the earth’s atmosphere.

Millions of meteors occur in
the Earth’'s atmosphere every day.

A meteor shower is made up of a large number of meteors that come from a
particular region in the sky. Meteor showers occur when the earth passes
through a region of space debris, such as dust particles left from a comet’s

trail.

A bright meteor

Meteorite

A meteorite is a former meteroid that survives its fiery passage through the
atmosphere to hit the earth’s surface. Most meteors burn away to nothing in

the earth’s atmosphere.
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Reading Comprehension

Matching
Label each picture correctly. Is it a meteoroid, meteorite or meteor?

Writing Response

Imagine you are a meteoroid headed for Earth. Where did you come
from? What kinds of things did you see on your way here? Where will
you land? Describe your journey as a meteoroid.
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