
As part of their exploration, Lewis and Clark and the Corps 

tribes. In doing so, they were able to see how varied Native 
American culture was – some lived in mud huts, some in 

-
lo. Some spoke a little bit of English, and some did not.

give to tribal leaders.

Here are some of the major tribes they encountered:

Nez Perce
Rocky Mountains and were the largest tribe the Corps met 

the largest group of horses in the United States, and were 

were called Nez Perce, French for ‘pierced nose,’ after a 
piece of jewelry many tribe members wore.

-

Chinook

angular houses called plank houses and relied on salmon 

Lewis and Clark’s Expedition
Now

Painting of a Shoshone village

Portrait of a Nez Perce family

Shoshone: �e Shoshone lived both east and west of the 
Rockies.  �e Shoshone were Scagawea’s tribe: in Mon-
tana, they happened to run into Shoshone chief Cameah-
wait - Sacagawea’s long-lost brother.

Missouri: �e Missouri tribe lived along the banks of the 
Missouri River. �eir �rst meeting was held in what is 
now Council Blu�s, Iowa.
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