
Name:                                                                                                                                       Date:

Informative Essay: Anchor Paper
Read the essay. The essay has an introduction paragraph, three body paragraphs (in 
bold) and a conclusion paragraph. After reading the essay, follow the directions to 
identify the parts of an informative essay. 

Making and keeping friends is fun, but it also takes e�ort. Some people think that making 
and keeping friends is natural and requires nothing but hanging out and having fun. True 
friendships involve sharing parts of your lives with each other, showing that you care about 
each others’ happiness and supporting each other when times are tough. 

A lot of friends have things in common so it’s easy to share parts of their life with the 
other person. For example, if both like drawing or Legos, then they can do that 
together and share their creations. They can even create together! Sometimes sharing 
parts of your life is simply telling the other person what is going on in your life and 
keeping in touch. 

Showing you care about the other person’s happiness is another important part of 
being friends. Sometimes people do nice things to put a smile on their friends’ faces. 
Another common way to make your friends happy is to make them laugh. Sometimes, 
when they are down, just showing you care is enough to make them feel better. 

Being there for friends when times really get tough is the hardest part of being 
friends. Sometimes people don’t know what to do or say when their friends are 
hurting, so it’s uncomfortable. A hurting friend usually just needs someone to listen, 
but sometimes it’s nice to help them think about their problem and generate a 
solution. There are also times when they are down because a friend hurt them and 
that’s when that friend needs to apologize and ask how to make it better. 

Having fun with someone is easy, but friendship takes time and e�ort. You 
have to take care of your relationship like you would take care of a plant. 
People need to feel connected to their friends and know that they care. 

 1.  Circle the Big Idea.
 2.  Put a rectangle around each of the three Main Topics . 
      HINT: The body paragraphs each have a main topic. 
 3.  Underline three details in each of the body paragraphs. 
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