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In 1848, James Marshall 
found gold in the 
American River near 
Sacramento, California. 
People came from 
all over to mine the 
Sacramento Valley and 
Northern California, 
hoping to strike it rich 
themselves. Play this 
game to get a better 
sense of what it was like 
to be a fortune-seeking 
‘49er!
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Stormy weather! 
Lose 2 turns. 

Great weather 
and lots of food!  
Move 5 spaces.

Uh-oh – you're 
sick! 

Lose a turn.

Hire a guide. 
Move ahead 2 

spaces.

You've lost the 
map. Move back 

one space.

Westward ho! 
Move ahead one 

space.

Westward ho! 
Move ahead one 

space.

Westward ho! 
Move ahead two 

spaces.

Westward ho! 
Move ahead two 

spaces.

Westward ho! 
Move ahead one 

space.

Westward ho! 
Move ahead one 

space.

Westward ho! 
Move ahead one 

space.

Westward ho! 
Move ahead one 

space.

Westward ho! 
Move ahead one 

space.

Westward ho! 
Move ahead 
three spaces.

Westward ho! 
Move ahead one 

space.

You've run out of 
money! Go back 

to start.

Stormy weather! 
Lose a turn. 

Wrong turn! 
Move back one 

space

Take a shortcut! 
Move 2 spaces.
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The game includes :

1    board (2 pages)
20  cards (1 page)
2    covered wagons
1    box to put in the cards when your’e not playing (1 page).

1. Ask an adult to help you cut out the cards, the box and the board.  
2. Tape the two pieces of the board.
3. Fold the box along the dotted lines and tape or glue where indicated.
4. To play, follow the instructions printed in the box.

* For best results, print on thick paper.Tape both pieces of the board together. 
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Glue or tape here

How to Play:

1.  Place both of the covered 
     wagons at the start of the 
     trail Choose No. 1 or 2.
2.  Shu�e the cards.
3.  Take turns drawing cards 
     and follow the instructions.
4.  Whoever reaches California 
     �rst wins!
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