
 Glossary for EL Support Lesson Plan:

Word Definition Visual

nonfiction

main topic

main idea

A nonfiction text or 
book has facts about 

something real.

The main topic is a word 
or phrase that tells what 
the book or text is about. 

The main idea is usually 
a sentence that explains 

the most important thought 
about the topic.

Main Idea or Topic? You Decide!

Animals

Fish

Fish have gills, 
that enable 
them to breath 
underwater.

Fish

Fish have gills, 
that enable 
them to breath 
under water.
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