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DI RECTIONS: Print the pages

double sided. The first text page should match the
diagram above. When all the pages are printed,
cut along the dotted line, then fold on the solid
line. Nest the folded sheets in the proper order —
it should match the diagram on the right.

The cover page can be printed on the same
paper as the other pages, cut out and pasted onto
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whatever coveryouchoose, orprinted directlyonto
special paper.

The pages can be bound with a booklet stapler,
or sewn together in a style called saddle stitch.
Saddle stitching is an easy, handsome, and sturdy
way to bind your book. See the reverse of this page
for a simple diagram on saddle stitching. There are
also several great video tutorials online.
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a Calaveras County gambler’s tale
by Mark Twain
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start here

SADDLE STITCH : peginby

punching five small holes along the center
crease of the booklet using a thumb tack. Thread
a length of sturdy thread through a needle,
but do not knot it. Starting with the center
hole - leaving about two inches of thread on the
inside crease — sew through the holes up to the
top, down to the bottom, then ending in the
middle. The thread should be on the back side

of thebooklet now. Make aknotin the place shown
on the diagram to the right. Push the needle
and thread back through the center hole, and pull
the knot to the inside of the crease. To finish it,
knot the two remaining ends of the thread and
cut off most of the remainder. You should end
up with a tightly bound, saddle stitched booklet!

@ In 1865 Mark Twain was a some-
what well-known journalist in San
Francisco. After going on vacation

to Calaveras County, California

he returned with his story of the
Jumping Frog. The story became an
immediate success around the nation
for capturing the oddities and humor
of America’s new West. From there
Twain went on to become the writer

he is known as today.
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N COMPLIANCE WITH
the request of a friend of mine, who wrote
me from the East, I called on good-natured,
garrulous old Simon Wheeler, and inquired
after my friend’s friend, Leonidas W. Smiley, as
requested to do, and I hereunto append the
result. I have a lurking suspicion that Leonidas
W. Smiley is a myth; that my friend never knew
such a personage; and that he only conjectured
that, if I asked old Wheeler about him, it would
remind him of his infamous Jim Smiley, and he
would go to work and bore me nearly to death
with some infernal reminiscence of him as
long and tedious as it should be useless to me.
If that was the design, it certainly succeeded.

© ThuVienTiengAnh.Com



8o13 3ey3 Inoqe syur d ou 29s 3 UOP [ ‘[[PM,,
‘91e19qI[ap A12A ‘urede sfes pue ‘| ue( je fem
ST} SI9PNOYS ST I2A0 qUINY] ST paxia[ 191108
3y ‘100p 93 Je Ino urod sem 9y UIYM pPuUe
‘feme palrels pue £ouou 3] J003 I9[[] 9YT,
'98IN0D JO ‘sem
19138 31]] J2YM BIPI OU 9ABY] J UPIP Y INg ‘00]
pa3sngsip sem ay pue ‘pasuidins [eap poo3 e
sem £3[1WIG "INO PaioYDUE Sem JY JI UBY] I1IS
210Ul OU ] UP[NOD Y PUE ‘[IAUE UE SB PI[OS SE
pajueld sem ay ©93pnq 3, UP[NOD 9 35N OU S UBM
J1 Inq ‘UBWIYPUSIL] B 9YI] OS sIdP[Noys siy dn
Po1sAY pue ‘aaeay e 2413 [ ue( Ing ‘Po paddoy
8013 mau ay] pue ‘puryaq woij s3oij a3 dn
Paypno] 19[[2J 9y pue wiy pue jdwn( sa1y)
oM} au(Q,, ‘sAes ay UaY[, ' PIOM 33 AIS [[ [ PUe
‘lued YIm uaaa 3snf smed-a10] ST YIIm ‘[ ue(q
Jo ap1s3uore Wy 13s ‘Apeai a1 nok J1 ‘MON],
:sAes pue ‘Ia[[9] STY3 03 WIY dAI3 pue
‘ur wiry payn3aj pue ‘Soij e pay3ay oy A[euy
pue ‘owr) Suof e 10J pnut 93 ut punore paddofs
pue durems a3 0] Juam Y A3[TWIS "I00Y 3

€T

I found Simon Wheeler dozing comfortably
by the bar-room stove of the old, dilapidated
tavern in the ancient mining camp of Angel’s,
and I noticed that he was fat and bald-headed,
and had an expression of winning gentleness
and simplicity upon his tranquil countenance.
He roused up and gave me good-day. I told him
a friend of mine had commissioned me to make
some inquiries about a cherished companion
of his boyhood named Leonidas W. Smiley Rev.
Leonidas W. Smiley a young minister of the
Gospel, who he had heard was at one time a
resident of Angel’s Camp. I added that, if Mr.
Wheeler could tell me any thing about this
Rev. Leonidas W. Smiley, I would feel under
many obligations to him.

Simon Wheeler backed me into a corner and
blockaded me there with his chair, and then sat
me down and reeled off the monotonous nar-
rative which follows this paragraph. He never
smiled, he never frowned, he never changed his
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vagabond Jim Smiley would be likely to afford
me much information concerning the Rev.
Leonidas W. Smiley, and so I started away.

At the door I met the sociable Wheel-
er returning, and he button- holed me and
recommenced:

“Well, thish-yer Smiley had a yeller one-
eyed cow that didn’t have no tail, only jest a
short stump like a bannanner, and”

“Oh! hang Smiley and his afflicted cow!”
I muttered, good-naturedly, and bidding the
old gentleman good-day, I departed.
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better’n any other frog.”

“May be you don’t,” Smiley says. “May be
you understand frogs, and may be you don’t
understand 'em; may be you've had experience,
and may be you an’t only a amature, as it were.
Anyways, I've got my opinion, and I'll risk
forty dollars that he can outjump any frog in
Calaveras county.”

And the feller studied a minute, and then
says, kinder sad like, “Well, I'm only a stranger
here, and I an’t got no frog; but if [ had a frog,
I'd bet you.”

And then Smiley says, “That’s all right that’s
all right if you’ll hold my box a minute, I'll go
and get you a frog.” And so the feller took the
box, and put up his forty dollars along with
Smiley’s, and set down to wait.

So he set there a good while thinking and
thinking to hisself, and then he got the frog
out and prized his mouth open and took a
teaspoon and filled him full of quail shot filled
him pretty near up to his chin and set him on
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or if there was a camp-meeting, he would be
there reg’lar, to bet on Parson Walker, which
he judged to be the best exhorter about here,
and so he was, too, and a good man. If he even
seen a straddle-bug start to go anywheres, he
would bet you how long it would take him to
get wherever he was going to, and if you took
him up, he would foller that straddle-bug to
Mexico but what he would find out where
he was bound for and how long he was on
the road. Lots of the boys here has seen that
Smiley, and can tell you about him. Why, it
never made no difference to him he would
bet on any thing the dangdest feller. Parson
Walker’s wife laid very sick once, for a good
while, and it seemed as if they warn’s going
to save her; but one morning he come in, and
Smiley asked how she was, and he said she
was considerable better thank the Lord for
his inftnit mercy and coming on so smart
that, with the blessing of Providence, she’d
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get well yet; and Smiley, before he thought,
says, “Well, I'll risk two- and-a-half that she
don’t, any way.”

Thish-yer Smiley had a mare the boys called
her the fifteen- minute nag, but that was only
in fun, you know, because, of course, she was
faster than that and he used to win money on
that horse, for all she was so slow and always
had the asthma, or the distemper, or the con-
sumption, or something of that kind. They
used to give her two or three hundred yards
start, and then pass her under way; but always
at the fag-end of the race she'd get excited
and desperate-like, and come cavorting and
straddling up, and scattering her legs around
limber, sometimes in the air, and sometimes
out to one side amongst the fences, and kicking
up m-o-r-e dust, and raising m-o-r-e racket
with her coughing and sneezing and blowing
her nose and always fetch up at the stand just
about a neck ahead, as near as you could cipher
it down.
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everywheres, all said he laid over any frog that
ever they see.

Well, Smiley kept the beast in a little lat-
tice box, and he used to fetch him down town
sometimes and lay for a bet. One day a feller a
stranger in the camp, he was come across him
with his box, and says:

“What might it be that you’ve got in the
box?”

And Smiley says, sorter indifferent like, “It
might be a parrot, or it might be a canary, may
be, but it an’t it’s only just a frog.”

And the feller took it, and looked at it care-
ful, and turned it round this way and that, and
says, “H'm so ‘tis. Well, what’s he good for?”

“Well,” Smiley says, easy and careless, “He’s
good enough for one thing, I should judge he
can outjump any frog in Calaveras county.”

The feller took the box again, and took
another long, particular look, and give it back
to Smiley, and says, very deliberate, “Well, I
don’t see no p’ints about that frog that’s any
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The page below is meant to be the cover of
the book. On the back (left side), use the
lines to write a summary of the story,
a short review, or your favorite quote
from it.

The lines and illustration can be cut
out and pasted onto a separate cover, or
printed directly onto special paper.
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