
SOME OF AMERICA’S MOST INFLUENTIAL AND

FAMOUS IMMIGRANTS
The immigration boom of  the late 1800s and early 1900s gave us some of  the most influential Americans! 
See if  you can match these eight famous immigrants with their accomplishments.

HINT: Names were sometimes changed at immigration centers due to communication issues, or immigrants changed 
them by choice upon arriving in America. Look for clues in the descriptions to match with the names on the left.

A. Born in Russia, he was processed at Ellis Island un-
der the name Israel Baline in 1893. He wrote some of  
the most famous American songs.

B. Archibald Alexander Leach arrived in 1920 from 
England. One of  the most well-known actors in Hol -
lywood, he was known for his good looks and suave 
charm.

C. Originally named Erik Weisz, this famous magician 
came with his family from Hungary in 1878.

D. He arrived in 1923 from Russia as Isaak Yudovich 
Ozimov. He went on to write some of  the most famous 
science fiction stories in history.

E. He came from Scotland in 1849. He went on to 
study nature and became a forest conservationist
The founder of  The Sierra Club, he’s often con -
sidered the father of  the modern-day environmental 
movement.

F. He arrived in Boston from Hungary in 1864 under 
the name Pulitzer József. He became a famous journal-
ist. Every year, awards named after him are given out 
writers, photographers and artists.

G. This man, born Maksymilian Faktorowicz, came 
through Ellis Island from Poland. He was a Hollywood 
make-up artist who started one of  the most famous  
cosmetics companies in history.

H. A famous scientist, he moved to the United States 
in the 1930s. As a Jewish man, he decided to leave Eu-
rope because the Nazis were making it unsafe for Jew-
ish citizens to live there.

1. Isaac Asimov

2. Albert Einstein 

3. John Muir

4. Joseph Pulitzer

5.  Harry Houdini

6. Cary Grant

7. Irving Berlin

8. Max Factor
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