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Checks and balances is a political principle which describes how the branches of government work with each
other. The Constitution of the United States established the three branches of the United States government.
These branches are the executive, legislative and judicial. The President is the head of the executive branch,
which enforces the laws. Congress, made up of the Senate and House of Representatives, is the head of the
legislative branch which makes the laws. The judicial branch, which interprets the laws, is made up of the
Supreme Court and the federal courts.
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specific duties
under a concept called
“separation of powers.” No
one branch of government can
take control. Instead, each branch
watches over the other two. This is
Judicial Branch called checks and balances.
e Supreme Court
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Legislative Branch

e |J.S. Senate

e |J.S. House of Representatives

e Congressional support organizations, such
as the Library of Congress

The Supreme Court Court justices. Congress
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