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Articles are the words a, an, and the. They are a type of adjective because they tell whether
the noun that comes after it is a specific object or an undefined one. If you want to refer to
something specific you use the, as in “l want the book.” If you want to say that any book will
do, you say, “l want a book,” because it doesn’t matter which book. If the noun afterward
starts with a vowel sound, rather than using a, use the article an.

When referring to a specificnoun: | When referring to a noun that is not specific:

The game A game

The ball AN A ball

The apple - An apple (the noun starts with a vowel sound)
The teacher A teacher

The invitation An invitation (the noun starts with a vowel sound)
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Now, examine the quotes from the Newbery Medal winning book Bud, Not Buddy by
Christopher Paul Curtis. In each one, circle the articles (a, an, the) and underline the
noun that they are describing. The first one is done for you.

“There comes@time when you're losing a fight that it just doesn't make sense to keep on
fighting. It's not that you're being a quitter, it's just that you've got the sense to know when

enough is enough.”’

“A bud is a flower-to-be. A flower in waiting. Waiting for just the right warmth and care to

open up. It's a little fist of love waiting to unfold and be seen by the world. And that's you.”

“As soon as | got into the library | closed my eyes and took a deep breath. | got a whiff of the
leather on all the old books, a smell that got real strong if you picked one of them up and
stuck your nose real close to it when you turned the pages. Then there was the smell of

the cloth that covered the brand-new books, books that made a splitting sound when you
opened them. Then | could sniff the the paper, that soft, powdery, drowsy smell that comes
off the page in little puffs when you're reading something or looking at some pictures, kind

of hypnotizing smell”
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