
 Invasive species of plants and animals can pose real dangers to native ecosystems. As an example, 

the Eurasian zebra mussel has crowded out native mussels in the Great Lakes. Moreover, this invasive 

mussel has filtered out lake plankton that is necessary to support native fish.

Read each argument. Use transition words or phrases from the boxes to fill in the blanks in      
the paragraphs.

again     in other words     similarly     after all      moreover      instead      of course     in that case

as a result     furthermore     notably     to put it simply     finally     however     in fact      for these reasons

Choose at least two transition words or phrases from the boxes to write a short argumentative 
paragraph that logically connects the sentences. Underline or highlight the transition words or 
phrases you used.

 We cannot achieve long-term energy independence by simply extracting and refining greater amounts 
of limited, nonrenewable resources from the earth, even from our own nation’s lands. _______________________, 
we must focus on developing renewable energy sources that will not run out or cause harm to the 
environment. _______________________, that does not mean that we can immediately shut down all production 
of nonrenewable fossil fuels on which we currently rely. _______________________, we must continue to meet 
the nation’s current and ever-growing energy needs; without fossil fuels, this cannot currently be done. 
_______________________, achieving energy independence will require a gradual transition to renewable energy, 
rather than a sudden, drastic switchover.

 Is it time to do away with the penny? The U.S. Mint, the bureau responsible for producing coins in the 
United States, spent about 1.99 cents to produce each one-cent penny in 2019.  _______________________,  it 
costs about two pennies to make one penny.  _______________________, millions of taxpayer dollars are wasted 
every year.  _______________________,  the purchasing power of the lowly penny is almost nonexistent; a single 
penny buys nothing anymore.  _______________________, many have called upon the federal government to 
suspend production of the penny and ultimately remove it from circulation. It seems like a reasonable thing 
to do.  _______________________, many Americans are sentimentally attached to the Lincoln penny; they want 
it to remain in circulation despite the costs. But as more and more people are turning to cashless payment 
options, the arguments for continuing to produce the expensive penny are becoming less relevant.

Transition Words in Argument Writing
Name _______________________________________________ Date _______________________________Answer Key

Instead

Of course
After all

In other words

Sample Answers

Sample Answers

To put it simply
As a result

Furthermore
For these reasons

However

Sample Response
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