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The Hound of the Baskervilles
Arthur Conan Doyle, 1902
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A manuscript has information on paper that can have “intimate” details. The text mentions that the manuscript 
has information from 1742 and is yellow, so the manuscript in this story is old and has sensitive information. The 
author also mentions that date is written with “scrawling figures,” so I can guess a manuscript is hand-written.

Dr. Mortimer says the manuscript has details that are “intimately connected” to the legend of  Baskerville.  A 
legend is popularly regarded as historical but not authenticated, so the details can be contested.

The author tells me the paper is yellow and written in 1742. Dr. Mortimer also says the manuscript is old.

Sample Answers
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(continued)

Dr. Mortimer read the manuscript and shared details about the cruel and corrupt Hugo. Hugo had kidnapped a 
maiden and she escaped. Now Hugo and his fellow partygoers are searching for her in the moorlands. The 
shepherd who sees her shares that he saw Hugo and a large black dog chasing the maiden.

The larger mystery is about the big black dog. This is the mystery the author will address throughout the whole 
story. Another, more immediate, mystery is about where Hugo and the maiden might be. We may get that 
answer soon in the story.
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When Dr. Mor reading, he pushed his spectacles up on his forehead and stared across at 
Sherlock Holmes. Holmes yawned.

"Well?" said he. "Do you no resting?"

"To a collector of fairy tales." 

When Dr. Mortimer had finished reading, he pushed his spectacles up on his forehead and stared across at 
Sherlock Holmes.  Holmes yawned.

In the manuscript, the cruel Hugo Baskerville abducts a maiden and she escapes. Hugo pledges to give anything 
to find her, and a big black dog appears to chase them. Onlookers find the big black dog and it tears Hugo apart
while they watch in terror.

The newspaper recounts the details of  Sir Charles Baskerville’s death. It also makes the reader believe Sir 
Charles is loved and appreciated because of  his generosity.
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(continued)

“‘Then let me have the private ones.’ Holmes leaned back and put his fingertips together.” I know Sherlock 
Holmes is interested because he openly asks for more information, and then he puts his fingertips together to 
show he is listening intently.

Also, when the author says, “Holmes leaned a little forward and his expression became intent,” he is showing 
that Holmes is listening closely and wants to know more information.
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The author clearly writes why Dr. Mortimer does not tell anyone about the hound footprints near Sir Charles’ 
body when he writes, “My motive for withholding it from the coroner’s inquiry is that a man of  science like 
myself  must shy away from superstition.” He was afraid of  harming his reputation by spreading details about 
“superstitions.”
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Sherlock Holmes

Dr. Mortimer

Sir Charles Baskerville 

Hugo Baskerville

GLOSSARY
yeoman: a man that owns and cultivates a small landed estate 

carouse: a noisy, lively drinking party

moor: an open area of land that can have very wet soil, moss, and grass

COMPARE AND CONTRAST CHARACTERS

 

 

Student answers will vary. The response should be creative. The best answers will be based on some of  the 
character traits about Sherlock Holmes already mentioned in the excerpt.

Answers will vary, but can mention that Dr. Mortimer was close with Sir Charles. The author mentions, “[Dr. 
Mortimer] was [Sir Charles’] personal friend as well as his medical attendant,” which means the two men were 
close. They spent time together discussing science. Students can also mention that Dr. Mortimer got emotional 
about discussing the “superstition” that he wasn’t sure he believed. Or at least he didn’t want to believe it as a 
“man of  science” who likes to “shy away from superstition.”

I think Dr. James Mortimer and Sir Charles Baskerville are the most alike.

I think Sir Charles and Hugo Baskerville are the most different.

curious arrogant intuitive thoughtful

studious friendly rational well-spoken

wealthy charitable superstitious studious

cruel obsessive impulsive quick-tempered
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