
Context Clue Matching

Name Date

DIRECTIONS: Use the context clues in each sentence to figure out the meaning of 
the word in bold. Then find the direct definition on the cards and write it on the line.

Direct Definition Cards

a person who 
checks things outto believe

a thiefa large pile or moundto fall down

a person 
who watches

items collected 
for review

to bring in
or put into

1. This summer, I have a feeling I’ll be a spectator to all the fun my friends will be 
 having while I’m sitting on the sidelines. 

2. Autumn sends kids back to school, like a crook who’s stashed summertime 
 somewhere long forgotten.

3. I suspect there will be good times during my trip to the amusement park.
 

4. My little sister will most likely spend her days looking for specimens down 
 at the creek behind our house. 

5. When I return I’ll have to import my pictures into my online vacation journal.
 

6. After day-long hikes, the only thing I want to do is collapse onto my bed.
 

7. An inspector came by the museum after the painting went missing.
 

8. After the barbecue there was a heap of refuse because the trash cans had overflowed.
 

Answer Key

a person who watches

a thief

to believe

items collected for review

to bring in or put into

to fall down

a person who checks things out

a large pile or mound
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