
Name:_______________________________    Date:____________________

Directions:  Read the two nonfiction texts below.  Then complete the graphic organizer.

Text 1

     A hurricane is a dangerous storm.  This 
type of strong storm has high winds.  It can 
bring a large amount of rain.  Hurricanes are 
dangerous because they are very large 
storms.  They cover a wide area as they move.
     There are steps to take before a hurricane 
hits.  It is important to watch the news and 
have a plan.  Before a hurricane hits, board up 
windows.  Bring in outside pets and furniture.  
Create a supply kit with first aid equipment, 
food, and water.  Flashlights and batteries are 
good supplies to have in a hurricane.  The 
high winds in hurricanes sometimes make the 
power go out.  These are helpful tools when 
there is no electricity.
     During hurricanes, it is important to stay 
inside.  Stay away from windows.  If there are 
warnings to evacuate, or leave your home 
because of danger, follow the directions.
     After the hurricane, stay inside until it is 
safe to go outside.  Check on neighbors to see 
if anyone is hurt.  Stay with the adults in 
charge who can tell you what is safe.  They will 
tell you how to help.
     Hurricanes are dangerous storms because 
they are large and sometimes slow-moving.  
There are important steps to take to prepare 
and to be safe during and after the storm.  It 
is important to be aware and ready.

Text 2

     There have been many devastating hurri-
canes to hit the United States.  These hurri-
canes are famous in a bad way.  They have 
been large disasters.
     Hurricane Katrina was a deadly storm in 
2005.  It hit New Orleans, Louisiana.  The 
storm was stronger than anyone thought it 
would be.  The lakes around New Orleans had 
too much water, and it flooded homes.  The 
damage was so expensive.  Many people lost 
their homes.  Many people lost their lives.
     Hurricane Sandy was a large storm that hit 
in 2012.  It hit New Jersey and the New York 
City area.  Many other states were affected by 
the storm, but the worst damage was in the 
northeast.  Streets and subways flooded.  
Many businesses and homes were destroyed.  
     Hurricane Harvey was a destructive hurri-
cane that hit the Houston, Texas, area in 2017.  
It moved very slowly, so it stayed in one area 
for a long time.  The powerful storm rained 
over 50 inches.  It flooded the city and many 
small towns.  Thousands of people had to be 
rescued out of their homes.
     Many hurricanes do not bring as much 
damage as these hurricanes did.  Hurricane 
Katrina, Hurricane Sandy, and Hurricane 
Harvey are just a few of the most notable 
ones in the United States.

Comparing Two Nonfiction Texts

Text 1 Text 2

Topic

Main Idea

Part 2 | What information is the same in the two passages?

Part 1

hurricanes hurricanes

Hurricanes are dangerous storms, and it 
is important to have a plan in place for 
before, during, and after the storm.

Hurricanes Katrina, Sandy, and Harvey 
are among the worst hurricanes to hit 
our country.

Both passages discuss how hurricanes are strong and dangerous storms that cause significant 

damage.
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