
You can add and subtract numbers in scientific notation. Follow the steps below!

Add or subtract. Write each answer in scientific notation.

Name Date

( 5.14 × 10⁷ ) + ( 3.27 × 10⁸ )
( 5.14 × 10⁷ ) + [ ( 3.27 × 10 ) × 10⁷ ]
( 5.14 × 10⁷ ) + ( 32.7 × 10⁷ )

( 5.14 + 32.7 ) × 10⁷    

Make sure the numbers have the same power of 10. If they don't, rewrite one of the 
numbers so that they do. It’s easier to rewrite the number that has the larger power of 10. 

( 3.784 × 10 ) × 10⁷
3.784 × 10⁸

Rewrite the answer in scientific notation, if needed.

Apply the distributive property. 

37.84 × 10⁷ Simplify. 

Adding and Subtracting Numbers 
in Scientific Notation

( 2.6 × 10³ ) + (4.2 × 10³ ) =

( 7.43 × 10⁴ ) + ( 3.87 × 10⁴ ) =

( 1.18 × 10⁷ ) - ( 6.92 × 10⁶ ) =

( 5.832 × 10¹⁰ ) + ( 1.27 × 10¹¹ ) =

( 6.8 × 10⁵ ) + ( 1.94 × 10⁷ ) = 

( 3.54 × 10⁷ ) - ( 3.19 × 10⁷ ) =

( 5.94 × 10⁵ ) - (3.8 × 10⁴ ) =

( 6.73 × 10⁸ ) + ( 2.05 × 10⁷ ) =

( 8.31 × 10⁹ ) - ( 7.53 × 10⁷ ) =

( 3.06 × 10⁶ ) - ( 9.4 × 10⁴ ) =

Answer Key

6.8 × 10

1.13 × 10

4.88 × 10

1.8532 × 10

2.008 × 10

3.5 × 10

5.56 × 10

6.935 × 10

8.2347 × 10

2.966 × 10
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