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Paul Revere was born in 1735 in Boston, MA. He was the son of 
a silversmith and ran his father’s shop after his father passed 
away. In the late 1760s he began creating stamps, seals and 
other paraphernalia for the Sons of Liberty, an organization of 
patriots who protested the 1765 Stamp Act and were general-
ly anti-British. He soon became a trusted ally and began working 
for the Massachusetts Committee of Safety. He became most 
famous for raising the alarm of a British attack on Concord, MA 
in April of 1775. After the war he resumed his work as a silver-
smith and engraver. He died in 1818.
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John Hancock was born in Braintree, MA in 1737. After being 
adopted by a wealthy uncle, he went to Harvard and became a 
successful businessman. He got involved in politics during the 
1760s, and during his life he was elected to serve a multitude 
of government posts in Massachusetts. He played an impor-
tant role in the Boston Tea Party and supported the patriot 
troops during the American Revolution. Hancock was the first 
to sign the Declaration of Independence, and his signature is
still famous to this day. He died in 1793 while serving his term 
as governor of Massachusetts.  
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Samuel Adams was born in Massachusetts in 1722, the son 
of a merchant brewer. He was the cousin of the future Pres-
ident John Adams. He was said to have no skills in business or 
brewing beer, however he was a great politician. He began his 
career as a tax collector, and became a big advocate for the 
merchants of Boston. He later served as a member of the 
Continental Congress, and supported the patriots during the 
revolution. He was known to be a great public speaker and 
zealous patriot. He died in 1803.
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The “redcoats” were the infantry (foot) soldiers of the 
British Army, nicknamed for the bright red color of their 
uniforms. These vivid coats were first worn by the new 
English Army when it was formed in February of 1645; 
they were used until the late 1800s when the uniforms 
were changed to a darker scarlet color. During the Revolu-
tionary War, the redcoats battled the patriots for control 
of the new world colonies, but they lost. The war officially
ended in 1783 when the Treaty of Paris was signed and 
England gave up all control of the United States.
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April 18, 1775
Boston, Massachusetts
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