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Once upon a time there was a poor shoemaker. He made beautiful shoes and 
worked very hard. But he still could not earn enough to support himself and 
his family. He became so poor that he couldn’t even afford to buy the leather 
he needed to make shoes! When he came down to his very last scraps of 
leather, he cut them out carefully and put the pieces on his workbench so 
that he could sew the shoes together the next morning. “Now I wonder,” he 
sighed, ”will I ever make another pair of shoes?”

The Elves and the Shoemaker
page 1
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The next morning, the shoemaker awoke early and went down to his workshop.
On his bench he found an exquisite pair of shoes! They had small and even 
stitches, formed more perfectly than he had ever seen. He saw that they were 
made from the very pieces of leather he had set out the night before. 

The Elves and the Shoemaker
page 2

“Who in the world could have done this great service for me?” He wondered.
Even before he could think about it, a rich man strode into his shop and bought 
the shoes, and for a fancy price at that!
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The shoemaker was ecstatic! He immediately went out to buy plenty of food
for his family, and some more leather too. That afternoon, he cut out two pairs
of shoes and laid them out on the bench so he could sew them the next day. 
Low and behold, the next morning he found two more pairs of beautifully finished
shoes on his workbench. 

For weeks, and then months, this continued. Whether the shoemaker cut leather for
two pairs or four pairs, the finest new shoes were always ready in the morning. Soon
his little shop was producing the most beautiful and expensive looking shoes in the
land. The shoemaker and his family became very rich indeed.

“Who could make such fine shoes - and so quickly?” he thought. 
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The Elves and the Shoemaker
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One evening the shoemaker and his wife were sitting by the fire, when suddenly 
he declared, “I must find out who has been helping us!” 

When the clock struck midnight, the shoemaker and his wife heard a noise. Two tiny 
men, each with a bag of tools, were squeezing in through a small crack under the door. 
They clambered onto the workbench and began to sew, humming as they worked. 

That night, he and his wife hid in the cupboards of his workshop, waiting for the
mysterious helpers to appear.

“My, those elves are so small,” the wife whispered. “They have done so much good
for us. Since it is nearly Christmas, we should make some gifts for them.” 
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The Elves and the Shoemaker
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On Christmas Eve, the shoemaker and his wife laid out presents for the elves:  two 
tiny jackets, two pairs of mini trousers and two little woolen caps. They also left out
a plate of good things to eat and drink. When the elves came in and saw the presents, 
they began to laugh and shout with joy. They tried on the clothes and helped them-
selves to the food and drink. 

At the end of the night, they jumped down happily and 
disappeared under the door. 
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The Elves and the Shoemaker
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After Christmas, the shoemaker cut out his leather as he always had, and laid the 
pieces out on the table at night. But the two elves never returned. “I believe they 
heard us whispering,” said his wife. “Elves are so very shy when it comes to people,
you know.” 

 

THE END!

“I know. I will miss their help,” the shoemaker said, “but we will manage. The shop 
is always so busy now. But my stitches will never be as tight and small as  theirs!”
The shoemaker did continue to prosper, but he and his family always remembered 
the good elves who had helped them during the hard times. And each and every 
Christmas Eve, they gathered around the fire to drink a toast to their tiny friends.

© ThuVienTiengAnh.Com



Reading Comprehension - Story Map

Use the following chart to create a story map for The Elves and the Shoemaker by 

The Brothers Grimm.

Title and Author

Problem

Main Character

Setting

Supporting Characters

Solution
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Reading Comprehension - Vocabulary

Study the following terms and their definitions from The Elves and the Shoemaker by 

The Brothers Grimm. Then, use the lines on the following page to use the terms in your 

own sentences.

of special beauty or charm; rare, appealing 

and excellentexquisite

strode to walk using long steps, with a sense of

hurry or impatience

ecstatic the feeling of overpowering delight, emotion, 

inspiration; a sudden, intense feeling

clambered to climb, using both feet and hands; to climb 

with difficulty

woolen a garment or piece of cloth made of wool, 

especially a knitted one

prosper to be successful or fortunate, especially 

financially.

toast (drinks) a salutation or a few words of appreciation, 

remembrance, etc.
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Reading Comprehension - Vocabulary

Use the lines below to use the terms in your own sentences.

exquisite

strode

ecstatic

clambered

woolen

prosper

toast (drinks)
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Reading Comprehension - Writing Prompt

Many short stories like this one have a moral, or a life lesson that can be learned from 

the story. What do you think the moral of The Elves and the Shoemaker by The Brothers 

Grimm is?
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is an ThuVienTiengAnh.Com reading superstar

Great job!


